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KAREN Ward holds the custom lamp that is the fingskouch for each of the girls' rooms at Main Réa¥outh. On
either side of Ward are Colleen Strong (left) andrd@ Young on the right. On the far left is the hedn
Administrator, Dottie Freeman.

The weather outside may | be "frightful” but insif&in Place Youth, it is warm, cozy and
colorful, thanks to three retired Kingman teaclserd their friend trom Pretty Paririe who for the
past year have prepped, painted and papered, ¢dobh mooms taking the dark paneled rooms
from dreary to dreamy!

Home administrator, Dottie Freeman, after shariagfavorite colors and wishes with the
gals, pretty much gave them a free reign to goods &nd bright as they wanted when choosing
wall coverings and paint colors for the bedroomathiboms and other rooms located in the
facility that is located in the former Kingman Haspbuilding at 1111 N. Main.

Karen Ward, Carol Young and Colleen Strong, alirees from USD 331 and Jane Stucky a
substitute teacher in USD 311, began the intensareodel in October of 2005. All the
bedrooms were given new paint, some wallpaper,dbliand curtains and once they were
finished a custom created lamp that let the gingvk that their room was done! One by one, as
the bedrooms were completed the girls would be achdww pretty the rooms were and each
new room would become their "favorite".



Repairs that were beyond the women's skills werelé@ over to Randy Smith and Bart
Jackson from Kingman Lumber, who sandwiched the jolbetween the jobs they already had
which enabled the gals to keep going - which theyewery grateful!

The gals tried to economize where they could by ingpblinds from to one room to the
next, or would choose a color scheme that wouldptonent a color already used in the room
that didn't need changed. They shopped locally ashmas possible and were always on the
lookout for a good bargain and were always amazgdHankful when a business would give
them a discount or an item for free! Several ofrtecorating talents are evident with stamping,
faux finishes and handwriting .on some of the wallseir clever use of their old denim cutoff
shorts for a curtain valance in the laundry roons waaginative (and free!)

The entire top floor of the former hospital curigritouses two separate apartments.

It's a hard job and most administrators have a @dtmaverage of staying at the same job.
Freeman has been administrator at the Kingmantfatok 19 years. She and her husband, Seth,
does much of the maintenance for the facility.

The second floor - the entry level of the buildinbas the lobby, offices, a kitchen, large
dining room and small TV room that houses the BN&tlat one of the girls' parents gave to
MPY a short time ago.

Dottie shared an office until the renovations aevreach office is on either side of the
lobby as you come in the front door. Dottie's adfibas her favorite colors and is a calm,
soothing place for the girls or their parents ®itwvith Freeman.

The first bedroom the gals decorated kept a burgwam white color scheme since the
burgundy white striped valances were in good shapey painted the paneling, papered over
some of it and added a border.

One of the rooms has purple bedspreads and walls purple and lime green accents.
Another has hot pink accents and a valance witsgauand puppies! One room is yellow and
blue, one is lavender and each room has matchiogrdd includes a bulletin board for the
girls' memorabilia. All the rooms are double roomvgh the exception of one that a girl can have
all to herself. That room is reserved for a girloMmas been at MPY long enough to earn the
privilege of having a room of her own.

There is a tiny bathroom at the end of the halbdated in a nautical theme and then across
from that is a larger bathroom with three sepasat@wvers. Another full bath is at the other end
of the hall.

The home boasts a library that Carol, Colleen aateK have decorated in an Americana
theme.

The home was spotless, but Freeman explainedttalatays is. She runs a tight ship - their
rooms are picked up before they go to school d.8[@e girls have a schedule that they follow
to the letter, which Dottie explained was what ngds need when they come to the home -
structure and lots of it.

After the girls return home from school, they gshack break and then are off to study with
a tutor for | 1/2 hours in their study room whichin the basement. They have six computers
(with an extra one across the hall), The brightwowith lime green and purple chairs has a gray
mural on two walls that Rob drew and the MPY gpésnted. The time in the computer room is
well spent because most of the girls are on theohooll. The home works closely with the
schools and the MPY girls have to have their teeckgn a note each day they are in class,
Following study time, the girls have dinner withaf§t a family meeting, then a counseling
session, activity time, devotions and then bedtime,

Also in the basement is an exercise room with ggopment and when it is done, they will
have a TV and balance bar on the wall with a mirfére clean white room has a red and black
stripe that Karen said didn't go up as planned, €iVhtried to paint the stripe the plaster just
started crumbling off," she explained.



Behind the former hospital is a building that usetiouse their lawn and garden equipment.
The girls grow a garden each year and are taughttbarow vegetables and how to can them,
Now the mowers have been moved to another shetharidrge room is now a game room with
pool tables and a stage where they can sing. Dsdttea drum set would be fun to find and put
on the stage. This room has been under constru@tioseveral years and is finally almost
complete,

Although it seems that these girls have all the foots of home - and more - they are still
not free to come and go as they please. Occasyoadiirl who can't handle the schedule and
rules run away. One girl ran away three times. @ third time, Freeman told her that she
would have to go to another home. She told Dotié¢ she didn't want to stay but she didn't want
to go anywhere else either.

The new arrivals usually have trouble adjustindirat but as time goes by - they start to
figure it all out. They come to realize that thegust what they needed. Dottie said she'd love to
write a book and title it "The First Day". Many Igiturn 18 before they graduate in May and are
actually free to leave, but they choose to stayoofinish the school year and participate in the
commencement exercises.

Freeman shared many success stories of formeragidcommented that they receive calls
from them on a regular basis. And they sometimeégalés at night when the girls who are now
gone, need advice or just someone to listen.

Main Place Youth takes in girls ages 12-18, fromnalks of life. Typically, they minister
to girls who have left home, those involved in dargalcohol abuse, sexual promiscuity, or girls
who have suffered from sexual or physical abusd. Bany girls come from good Christian
homes, but have rebelled against authority. Uslregrtationally recognized Teaching Family
Model program, the girls are taught lifelong skilgh emphasis placed on social skills, spiritual
guidance, appropriate decisionmaking, as well dependent and community living skills. The
goal when the girls leave MPY is for them to beeatd return to their homes or enter into
independent living.

The first 10 years, Dottie and her husband, Seperated Main Place Youth as a state
facility, but in 1996 after much thought and praydPY became a Teen Challenge Center with
facilities to admit 15 girls to their residentialogram. Although Main Place Youth is a non-
profit privately owned girls' home, they are séiticountable to the state and are regulated by the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment. Ingpes continue to reveal a well run home -
one of the best - Dottie's been told.

Main Place Youth holds an annual golf tournamernt timis year's tourney raised $70,000
enabling the necessary repairs and renovations tmimpleted.

Now that the majority of the decorating is completgh the exception of the north end of
the basement level, which is only used for stor@gide moment, the former teachers will have
to move on to other projects. The girls got usedeeing the ladies and asked about them when
they weren't there. Karen said it is easy to gathed to them too.



New Décor for New Year at
Main Place Youth

The mural on the wall in the computer room, wasialty painted by the MPY giriafter the pattern was drawn
on the wall.



THE GAME room with colorful happy face border iplace that the girls can have fun and spend tintbjriénds.



THE HOT PINK and green border in the, this room passes and little dogs that compliments the sttipallpaper on the north wall. This photo would Bdeen
better in color!

IN THE BASEMENT is a workout room that the girle usthe evening. Karen painted the big black aettl stripe to accent the white walls.

THE LOBBY at Main Place Youth is full of Christntkesor that is inviting to anyone who happens t@ $tp. The public is welcome to visit anytime.



Look at the valance in the laundry room-it is adiyigut off jean shorts that
belonged to Karen, Carol and Colleen!

THE LIBRARY is decorated with a red, white and Blogericana theme.



THIS ROOM with pink rick-rack border is the onlpgleroom at the facility..

A NAUTICAL theme complete with seashells was ustd little bathroomat the end of the hall.



THIS is a bathroom in the home that shows the timmdof some of the roonasfore remodeling.



